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and diversification, will alter with changing conditions.
A fall in the costs of transport will tend to reduce the
imp<f tance of the attraction of the market, and lead to a
greater scatter of production. Thus the development of
ocean and rail transport after 1850 resulted in the
opening up of the American wheat areas, and the
introduction of cold storage encouraged meat produc-
tion in Argentina and Australasia. A rise in the
demand for food products in the town will both intensify
production and push it further out, another change
which has occurred in the areas supplying this country
in the last century. The discovery of new techniques
of production may affect the intensity of production
which is most profitable on all soils or on some soils,
and may encourage or discourage diversification.
Agricultural production will have to adapt itself to
these changes. It will not, of course, do so instantane-
ously, so that production at any moment will be
partially adapted to conditions which have disappeared.
Adjustment may be hindered partly because the
fanners are slow to realize the changes which have
come about, and the legal relationship between land-
lord and tenant slow to alter. Partly, however, it will
not pay fanners to readjust their outputs until their
buildings and machinery, designed for one sort of
production, need replacement. Thus the location of
agriculture at any one time depends partly upon the
conditions prevailing at the moment, and partly upon
those which prevailed in the past.